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Emerging leader
Rev. Frederick Douglass Haynes, III, senior pastor of Friendship-West Baptist Church in Dallas,
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ST. PETE CELEBRATES MLK

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
St. Petersburg Metropolitan
Section of the National Council
of Negro Women (NCNW)
held their 33rd annual Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership Awards Breakfast Monday, Jan 21 at the historic
Coliseum.
“On this day, we come together to remember the life,
the legacy and the service of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr,” said Mayor Rick
Kriseman as he welcomed the
crowd. “We do so in the spirit

of community and togetherness.”
He went on to reflect on Dr.
King’s words in a 1967 speech
when he said, “A time comes
when silence is betrayal.”
“Friends, we cannot both
honor the legacy of Dr. King
and sit in silence. Those two
things cannot exist together.
We know our nation is at a
crossroads and when all is not
well with the state of our union,
all cannot be well in the city we
love and call home.”
Citing another one of Dr.
King’s 1967 speeches entitled
“The Other America” where
he talked about those lifted up
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ST. PETERSBURG – Held
last Sunday at Congregation
B’Nai Israel, the 2019 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Memorial Service was themed
“True Love Brings the Human
Spirit Together.”
Rene Flowers, chairperson
of the Pinellas County School
Board, presided over the afternoon while Interfaith Tampa
Bay President Rev. Doral Pulley
and Rabbi Philip Weintraub of
Congregation B’Nai Isreal offered opening remarks.
“Today is a day of blessing
but also a day of memory,” Weintraub said. “And we stand here
united to memory, but not only
to remember, to look ahead.”
Weintraub noted that Dr.
King at one point in the early
‘60s was gravely disappointed in
the “white moderate,” whom he
saw as more of a stumbling
block in some ways to the
African Americans’ strive toward
freedom than the overt racism of

the Ku Klux Klan.
The white moderate was
more devoted to order than to
justice and preferred the absence of tension rather than the
presence of justice. Weintraub
quoted Dr. King, saying “‘Lukewarm acceptance is more bewildering than outright rejection.’”
Those words do not live in
the past, the rabbi said, as we
still see gerrymandering, antiZionism and anti-Semitism,
Muslims viewed as terrorists
and Native Americans pushed
off their land—not 100 years ago
but last year.
“Standing together here
today,” Weintraub affirmed, “we
expose injustice. Standing together, we don’t claim to agree
on every single issue or every
single idea, but we know that we
can talk together, we can work
together, we can argue and
speak respectfully.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman offered his greetings, and told
those on hand that his message
was simple: “We must always
have faith,” he said.

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

Despite the difficulties, the
mayor noted, that we have made
much progress thanks to Dr.
King and to the social justice

ST. PETERSBURG – Each year,
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
weekend is kicked off with the MLK
Essay and Oratorical Contest. In its
36th year, once again it attracted
some outstanding participants that
promise to make a huge impact on
the world in the years to come.
Thursday, Jan. 17, was a night of
exceptional performances by six
Gibbs High School students. Each
participant took to the stage and
brought their speeches to life for a
panel of judges and an awe-struck
crowd.
Years ago, 36 to be exact, thenGovernor Bob Graham appointed
then-AARP Executive Director
Charlie Carol to form a group of
people who exemplified the leadership of Dr. King and who would create events to honor his legacy. The
group became known as the St. Petersburg Dr. Martin Luther King
Commemorative Organization, Inc.,
and they organized events such as
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast, the MLK
Candlelight Vigil and the Interfaith
Memorial Service that are still going
strong today.
One such event that shows no
signs of slowing is the essay contest.
This year’s theme of “Kneeling during the National Anthem: Is this disrespectful to the country or an
expression of civil rights and why?”
brought out the passion in the
young contestants.
Students from schools all across
St. Pete are encouraged to send entries in each year. More than 100
submissions were received, but only
six finalists were chosen. All of
whom happened to be Gibbs High
School students.
According to Virginia Scott, one
of the founding members of the St.
Petersburg Dr. Martin Luther King
Commemorative
Organization,
there are two reasons why Gibbs
consistently remain actively involved and always have students as
finalist: English honors teachers
Marlene Johnson and Ozzie
Mitchell.
Johnson and Mitchell encourage

See INTERFAITH, page 13

See ESSAY, page 12

by economic opportunity and
prosperity, and those who have
been economically and racially
oppressed, Kriseman said he
sees the parallels between
America of the late 1960s and
America today.
“There are still too many
Americans seeking opportunity and finding none,” he said,
adding that this division of opportunity and hope is at the
heart of our political division in
this country.
Kriseman said this is why
he is a believer in service to
the community. He encouraged everyone to engage in
See BREAKFAST, page 10

2019 Interfaith Memorial Service
BY FRANK DROUZAS

Stasia Meliana Green

Dr. Roy Kaplan
“Faith in our institutions,
faith in our community, faith in
each other and faith in who we
pray to. And while we continue
to face difficulties today, and
most certainly will in the future,
we must keep the dream, the
hope, the faith alive.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Deadline approaching for
3 grants available for south
St. Pete CRA businesses
ST. PETERSBURG —
The City of St. Pete
Launched the 2019 cycle of
the South St. Pete Community Redevelopment Area
(CRA) Grant Program, starting with the release of three
place-based opportunities to
help CRA businesses.
Deadline to apply is 5
p.m. on Feb. 11.
This year’s place-based
opportunities include three
grants:
• Commercial Site Improvement Grant
• Commercial Building
Interior and Tenant Improvement Grant
• Commercial Revitalization Program Grant
Requirements
Commercial grants are
awarded once a year. Each
grant has its own application
requirements and deadlines.
Place-based opportunities

require applicants to attend
mandatory workshops. For
grant requirements and
workshop
schedule,
visit stpete.org/CRA.
Application Submission:
The city will be accepting
applications for the three
commercial grants starting
Friday, Feb. 1. All applications must be received by 5
p.m. on Feb. 11. Applications must be brought to
The Greenhouse, located at
440 2nd Ave. N. The Greenhouse is open from 8- 5 p.m.
Monday thru Friday.
The place-based opportunities are one of
three components that
make up the CRA Program – it also includes
people-based and housing-based opportunities.
About the CRA Grant
Program

Emerging Leader 2019 Fellow Rafáel Robinson

The CRA Grant Program was created in 2015 as
part of the city’s innovative,
30-year revitalization plan designed to help boost private
investment in commercial
and multifamily residential
development in South St.
Pete. The CRA is generally
located between Fourth
Street and 49th Street, from
Second Avenue North to
30th Avenue South.
The program is comprised of three buckets of opportunities – place-based
opportunities, people-based
opportunities and housingbased opportunities. The releases of the remaining
opportunities are to be announced.
For more information,
visit stpete.org/cra or contact
Rick
Smith
at rick.smith@stpete.org.

ST. PETERSBURG –
The 2020 Plan, City of St.
Petersburg Department
of Urban Affairs and One
Community’s Emerging
Leaders Fellowship & Intern Program have engaged 11 young adults
ages 18-40 who have expressed a desire to grow
in community leadership.
The program will provide training for the fellows and interns then
supervise them to serve
as an active force in community advancement initiatives with introductions
to many community leaders. Our community
needs leaders to continue
positive movement in
community activism.
In partnership with
The Weekly Challenger,
the 2020 Plan would like
to introduce another dynamic member of the
Emerging Leaders Inaugural Class 2019 Fellow,
Rafáel Robinson.
Robinson is the visionary and creative genius
behind the Super Sprockets phenomenon and is
well known for shaping
and molding the minds of
elementary school students throughout Pinellas
County Schools. His bestknown work, the Super
Sprockets series, has

begun to pique the interest of children across the
country.
As an entrepreneur,
Robinson is the CEO of
both Robinson’s Italian, a
water ice dessert company, and Ituey LLC, a
children’s literacy company geared towards creating literature and
multimedia
around
STEM and problem-solving.
With a Bachelor’s of
Arts degree in Elementary Education and more
than a decade of experience working in one of
the nation’s top STEM
schools—Douglas Jamerson Elementary—Robinson vision has created a
unique way to help students around the world
develop their critical
thinking and problemsolving skills.
“Our stories help students understand the importance of solving
problems no matter how
big or small. Providing
students with a problemsolving tool like the Super
Sprocket Design Process
gives our earliest learners
a STEM-based foundation that will last a lifetime,” Robinson said.
The seasoned Florida
A&M graduate is also a

Rafáel Robinson
member of the legendary
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc. Robinson’s dedication
to
teaching,
problem-solving and creating the Super Sprocket
Design Process has
landed coverage in print
and broadcast outlets including Bay News 9,
Tampa Bay Parenting
and The Weekly Challenger.
In addition to being a
published author, Robinson has a strong background in many areas
including Elementary Engineering Curriculum,
Linear Curriculum Mapping, staff training and
development, leadership
parent/community involvement and entrepreneurship.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
ADVERSISERS
STATE OF CONNECTICUT SUPERIOR COURT

GENERAL NOTICE

www.jud.ct.gov

The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available affordable housing programs
for owner-occupied single-family households. The City offers zero percent (0%)
interest loans to homeowners for: 1) home repairs, and 2) first time home buyers
for down payment and closing cost assistance. Applicants must be income eligible to
qualify. For complete program requirements go to the City’s Housing and Community
Development (“HCD”) Department website at http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact HCD at (727) 892-5572 or via email
at Housing@stpete.org.
AVISO GENERAL
La Ciudad de San Petersburgo (“Ciudad”) tiene programas de vivienda asequible
disponibles para viviendas unifamiliares ocupadas por sus propietarios. La Ciudad
ofrece cero por ciento (0%) préstamos de interés a los propietarios por: 1) reparaciones en el hogar, y 2) compradores de vivienda por primera vez para el pago inicial
y asistencia con los costos de cierre. Los solicitantes deben ser elegibles para calificar.
Para obtener los requisitos completos del programa, vaya al sitio web del Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Comunitario (“HCD”) de la Ciudad en
http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
Para aprovechar estas oportunidades, comuníquese con HCD al (727) 892-5572 o
por correo electrónico a Housing@stpete.org.
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PLAINTIFF’S NAME: Ariunaa Boldbaatar
DEFENDANT’S NAME: Brian Keith Wright
NOTICE TO: Brian Keith Wright
RETURN DATE: 2/12/2019
The court has reviewed the Order of Notice in Family Cases, Motion of Order in Family
Cases, Writ, Summons, Divorce Complaint (Dissolution of Marriage), Notice of Automatic
Court Orders and Summary of Automatic Court Orders.
THE COURT ORDERS that notice be given to the party to be notified by placing a legal
notice in the Weekly Challenger circulating in St. Petersburg, Florida containing a true and
attested copy of Order of Notice in Family Cases, Motion of Order in Family Cases, Writ,
Summons, Divorce Complaint (Dissolution of Marriage), Notice of Automatic Court Orders
and Summary of Automatic Court Orders of this which have been issued in the case as required by Section 25-5 of the Connecticut Practice Book and are a part of the Application
on file with the Court.
The notice shall appear once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing on or before
January 25, 2019 and proof of service shall be filed with this Court.
ATTEST A TRUE COPY:
BRIAN WRIGHT
CONNECTICUT STATE MARSHAL
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believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Biblical Discipleship, The Missing
Cogwheel in the Black Church – Part 2
Praise the Lord saints.
Taking the Church
away from the Word as our
basis for doing and using
something different made
us powerless not powerful.
The spiritual power is in
the word and it is seen
when it is applied in our
lives.
Deuteronomy 4:2: “You
shall not add to the word
which I command you, nor
take anything from it” (also
Deuteronomy 12:32, Rev
22: 18-19). The reason God
says this is because “The
entirety of Your word is
truth” (Psalms 119: 160).
Why do we settle for a portion of the truth instead of
the pure truth?
Discipleship is far more
important than what is
used today. Jesus taught
those who followed him,
“Whoever does not bear
his cross and come after
Me cannot be My disciple”
(Luke 14:27). A person carrying his cross entered
into suffering. Without reproach, without dying to
self, we cannot learn from
him. Today’s church
teaches blessings with no
self denial but self exaltation. Luke 9:23: “If anyone
desires to come after Me,
let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and
follow Me.” This is not a
single decision but a
lifestyle. The cross we
carry is a crucified life, to
ourselves and the world.
Our bodies are a dedicated temple which we

present as a living sacrifice
to our God, as we present
ourselves––heart, mind,
body, and strength in service to Him throughout the
day, not just when we attend church.
Paul “strengthening
the souls of the disciples,
exhorted them to continue
in the faith, saying, “We
must through many tribulations enter the kingdom
of God” (Acts 14:22). This
Greek word for tribulations
(thlipsis) means pressures.
Anytime one goes against
the flow of the world there
is resistance, trials come.
This is what it means to be
a disciple and carry the
cross.
Certainly there is always a percentage of unwilling people that are lazy
in pursuing knowledge of
the word. What new born
does not hunger for nourishment, for the newborn
Christian it is a hunger for
the truth? They can only be
fed by the word. The people do not know what to do,
they need to learn by example. Non-disciples cannot make true disciples.
The real leaders are serving, the people learn by
seeing their example.
Many within the
Church still struggle with
the same habits and
bondages as before and do
not move on to maturity because of one reason – no
discipleship. Now I’m not
speaking of shepherding
like the cults do, but an ac-

tual friendship, a spiritual
mentoring. This takes
time, patience, and getting
to know the individual,
showing genuine concern
and love.
The basics are the milk
of the Word (Hebrews 6).
These basics need to be
taught over and over until
the believer is established.
If the foundational core
teachings, the milk, are not
taught then we cannot expect to go on to eat the
meat. The bible expects
those who are born spiritually to go from milk to meat
to become mature and effective. The time this takes
is really up to us, we get out
of it what we put into it. We
are to live by a higher standard and quality of life; we
are to be changed people
who have hope and have
answers for life’s purpose.
Christians are to be a
unique people, called out
from the world, we are not
to be friendly to a world that
is against our Lord. We
don’t ignore the world and
we still live in it but we are
not to be influenced in its
trends or engulfed in issues
the non believers are. Jesus
is our example of a true pilgrim on earth. If you are following Christ for prosperity
or success in the world,
then you are following the
wrong Jesus and are not
being a disciple of him.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

PUBLIC NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (CITY) is seeking applications for
FY 2019/20 (October 1, 2019-September 30, 2020) funding from
eligible non-profit organizations who provide assistance to low- and
moderate-income persons/households. The City will hold an application workshop on Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. at the
Thomas “Jet” Jackson Recreation Center, 1000 28th Street South,
St. Petersburg. The application and manual are available on the City’s
website at http://www.stpete.org/housing/documents.php.
All completed applications for funding must be submitted electronically to Lynn.Farr@stpete.org by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, March 8, 2019
in order to be considered for funding. Any late submissions will not
be considered.
For additional information concerning this notice, please contact
the Department of Housing and Community Development at
(727) 892-5452. For any non-English speaking citizen who may require
interpretation, an interpreter may be provided upon request. Persons
with disabilities requiring reasonable accommodations under the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, please contact the City Clerk,
(727) 893-7202, or call our TDD number (727) 892-5259, at least
24 hours prior to the workshop.
NOTICIA PÚBLICA
La Ciudad de San Petersburgo (CIUDAD) está buscando solicitudes
para financiamiento del año fiscal 2019/20 (1 de octubre de 2019 al
30 de septiembre de 2020) de organizaciones elegibles sin fines de lucro
que brindan asistencia a personas / hogares de ingresos bajos y moderados. La Ciudad llevará a cabo un taller de solicitud el miércoles 6
de febrero de 2019 a las 10:00 a.m. en el Centro de Recreación Thomas
"Jet" Jackson, 1000 28th Street South, St. Petersburg. La aplicación y
el manual están disponibles en el sitio web de la Ciudad en
http://www.stpete.org/housing/documents.php.
Todas las solicitudes de financiamiento completas deben enviarse electrónicamente a Lynn.Farr@stpete.org antes de las 4:00 p.m. el viernes
8 de marzo de 2019 para ser considerado para financiamiento.
Cualquier presentación tardía no será considerada.
Para obtener información adicional sobre este aviso, comuníquese con
el Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Comunitario al (727) 8925452. Para cualquier ciudadano que no hable inglés y pueda necesitar
interpretación, se le puede proporcionar un intérprete si lo solicita. Las
personas con discapacidades que requieren adaptaciones razonables
según la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades de 1990, comuníquese con el Secretario Municipal (727) 893-7202, o llame a nuestro número TDD (727) 892-5259, al menos 24 horas antes del taller.
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AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORY

FRONT AND CENTER

His death and its meaning
BY ATTORNEY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH President

Most of us can remember where we were
on the day Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was assassinated. He was so
young, so inspiring, so
committed and so gifted.
On April 4, 1968, the
day of his death, I was on
my way back to my college campus after picking
up two Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) comrades
at the Philadelphia Airport when we heard the
news. We were heading
back to Bryn Mawr College where the two were
to speak at a fundraising
forum in opposition to the
Vietnamese War.
We were shattered.
We hardened activists
wept.
The two of them had
been jailed and beaten in
the South. We knew
African Americans would
always miss and need the
healing ministry of the
beloved “Martin.” We proceeded to the fundraiser,
announced his death and
continued on with our
teach-in. It was what Dr.

King would have wanted.
After all, the civil
rights campaign of the
1960s was about the
preservation of our civil
rights and nonviolent resistance. We cannot forget the violence wreaked
upon those who were in
the struggle: Malcolm X,
killed; John Kennedy,
killed; Robert Kennedy,
killed; Medgar Evers,
killed; Emmitt Till, killed.
As we remember Dr.
King, let us also remember the terror, the shootings, the beatings, the
lynchings, the dogs, the
fire hoses, the marches,
the arrests, the incarcerations, the Freedom Rides,
the freedom schools, the
burning buses and the
other brutal murders.
We must remember
the hate, but as he continued to teach us, we must
also seek what love may
be present and work for
the peace. We must, however, continue to fight to
protect our rights.
The 13th, 14th, 15th
Amendments to the
United States Constitution are called the Civil
War and Reconstruction
Amendments. The 13th
Amendment abolished in-

voluntary servitude or
slavery, except for convicted criminals; the 14th
Amendment afforded the
protections of the “equal
protection” and “due
process” clauses and the
15th Amendment afforded black men the
right to vote.
A few years after the
Civil War, President
Ulysses S. Grant ensured
the passage of the first
Civil Rights Act. This act
protected black Americans from having any
“governmental entity” infringe upon or deny any
rights guaranteed under
the United States Constitution. This act is still
used daily in federal
courts.
President John F.
Kennedy began the 1964
Civil Rights Act and it was
enacted under President
Lyndon B. Johnson along
with the Voting Rights
Act; however, only after
serious pressure by the
African-American community and its allies.
Those in the Civil
Rights
Movement
pressed and fought for
our rights. Unfortunately,
under more conservative
subsequent federal ad-

ministrations, many of
these rights have been
compromised, especially
the right to vote.
Let’s hold our elected
officials accountable and
vote accordingly. Let’s
help our ex-felons restore
their rights to vote. The
new voting rights law in
Florida has the power to
make a tremendous difference in our lives.
Dr. King spent his life
fighting for civil rights on
the streets, roads and byways of this country,
north, south, east and
west. He supported all
civil rights groups he considered “Drum Majors for
Justice,” including SNCC
that I worked with for
many years.
He received the Nobel
Peace Prize because of
his love for peace and
non-violent protest. His
dream never became a
complete reality, but
America definitely be-

came a better place while
he was with us.
Remember him and
honor him as you will on
this national holiday
month. Let his will, his
strength, his genius and
his faith inspire you.
Never give up. Stand up
for justice; take to the
streets when necessary.
Know your history
and believe in the future,
for we have seen it all; the
worst that can be done to
a group of people over a
period of over 400 years.
Through unity, compassion, force and faith, we
sustained
ourselves
through the fire, through
injustice, through institutionalized racism, all of
which, though lessened
for some of us, continues.
Think of his life and the
lives of others who died in
the struggle.
Think of the historychanging movement Dr.
King was such a vital part

of; think of the sacrifices
made by so many people,
and then never give up.
People died, Dr. King
died, so that we, who still
live, can change the direction of America by, among
other things, insisting on
all of our rights as citizens
and our duty to exercise
our right to vote.
This should never be
taken for granted. We
must continue the struggle and unite with those
who empathetically join
us. We will prevail. It is
our destiny. After all, Dr.
King believed that the
“arc of history bends toward justice.”
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently the
president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life and
History, Inc.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
City of St. Pete to honor
Ray Charles and his song

Figgs-Sanders throws her name
in the hat for District 5

ST. PETERSBURG —
The City of St. Petersburg
plans to declare Feb. 15
“Ray Charles Day,” with a
proclamation and a musical
evening at The Studio@620. A group of presenters and local musicians
will showcase the legacy of
Ray Charles, whose first
recorded song in 1950 was
“The St. Pete Florida
Blues.”
While that song, also
called “I Met My Baby
There,” is no secret—you
can find at least three versions on YouTube—it has
been under-appreciated as
a musical icon of the city
until now.
“It may be the happiest
slow blues song ever
recorded,” said Roy Peter
Clark, a writing teacher at
the Poynter Institute, who
has spent two years leading
this effort. “He meets the
girl of his dreams, right
here in St. Pete, Florida.”
Actually, he met the girl
while he was still a
teenager, living and working in Tampa. But when it
came time to write the
song, it sounded better
with the name “St. Pete.”
“Back then,” said Clark,
“Tampa may have gotten
the airport, the university
and the football stadium,
but we got the song.”
Although Ray Charles
Robinson was born in
Georgia and is associated
with that state because of

BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON

his classic rendition of
“Georgia on My Mind,” he
was raised in the little
north Florida town of
Greenville. His formative
years were difficult. The
family was poor. His older
brother drowned. Ray lost
his vision.
He attended the St. Augustine School for the
Blind, where he developed
his musical skills. In his
teenage years, he lived and
worked across the state
with gigs in Jacksonville,
Orlando and then Tampa.
There he was known as
R.C. Robinson.
Into the 1950s and 60s,
Ray Charles became one of
America’s most versatile
performers, a singer, musician, composer, bandleader
and arranger. Over time he
became master of countless musical genres:
gospel, jazz, rock, country,
rhythm and blues, rockabilly, soul. His version of
“America the Beautiful”
has been applauded as our
second National Anthem.
Over a half century, Ray
Charles often returned to
Florida with many visits to
St. Pete, including performances at the Manhattan
Casino, a venue for black
performers in the days of
segregation, but also at the
Bayfront Center and at an
outdoor concert at Campbell Park.
“For all these reasons,”
reads the proclamation,

Staff Writer

“we declare Ray Charles as
an Adopted Son of St. Petersburg Florida, and his
song an official song of the
city.”
Clark sees this, not as
an end, but as a launch
point of creativity for the
city. “We are urging the celebration of Ray’s life and
work in images, texts and
music, on murals and statues, in museums, and in
musical performances and
festivals in his name and
ours.”
Speakers and performers will include author John
Capouya, Alex Harris and
His Band, The Scheiber
Family, J.J. Pattishall, Eric
Deggans, Lillian Dunlap,
Paul Wilborn, with a special guest appearance by
soul artist Latimore.
Mark your calendars
for St. Pete Celebrates the
Florida Legacy of “The Genius” Ray Charles Friday,
Feb. 15 @ 7 p.m. at The
Studio@620, 620 First Ave.
S. Tickets start at $10. For
more information, please
call 727-895-6620.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last Thursday, Deborah
Figgs-Sanders made it official. Surrounded by family and friends on the
steps of City Hall, the
mother of three announced her candidacy
for City Council District 5.
“After much prayer,
mentoring, counseling
and words of encouragement from many of you, it
became clear that the
change I wanted to see
had to be the change that
begins with me,” FiggsSanders said.
During her announcement, she laid out her
platform, which included
youth empowerment, affordable housing, support
for small businesses and
fixing roads and the
storm drainage system.
It was no surprise that
programs for the city’s
youth would be a top priority for Figgs-Sanders.
As the former executive
director of the Childs
Park YMCA, she was in
charge of the organization’s Y Achievers after
school and summer academic programs, providing
mentoring
and
educational assistance for
elementary students.
“They are an untapped resource,” she
said. “Our downtown
communities
have
thrived based on innovative ideas from the youth
in our community. We
have an obligation to preserve and expand their
village.”

She then went on to
discuss the importance of
affordable housing for
the residents throughout
the city and in her district.
“I believe that it is unacceptable to sit by and
do nothing when you
know our elders and the
economically challenged
are displaced from their
homes,” she said. “How
can we stand by and
watch the working poor
lose housing because
they cannot afford the average rental rate in our
county?”
She went on to give
statistics on the average
price of rent in Tampa
Bay, which she said is
about $1,100 per month,
an impossibility for lowincome families to pay
with their minimum wage
salary of only about
$1,300 per month.
As her supporters
cheered her on, FiggsSanders expressed her
desire to provide new programs to help small, minority-owned
and
women-owned
businesses. She said she believes that their success is
vital to the success of the
city.
“Small businesses revived Central Avenue,
and I believe it can do the
same for other corridors
in my district,” FiggsSanders said.
The final pledge from
the candidate centered on
the environment and her
concern for the stormwater draining issues the
city has struggled with in
the past.
“We need to expedite
the repair of our stormwa-

ter sewage system in
order to ensure our residents that our water is
safe,” she said. “We need
to focus on keeping our
waterways pristine, those
waterways that increase
tourism to our city.”
Figgs-Sanders said
while she appreciates the
work that has already
been done on the issue,
she believes that addressing the repairs quickly
and utilizing the technology available will lead to a
faster solution that the
residents can have confidence in.
She’s looking forward
to working with the science programs at the
local colleges and university to find available solutions to environmental
issues like this one.
“I am confident that
the next environmental
discovery will be found in
our own very backyard,”
she said.
After laying out her
platform and making a
pledge to listen and work
hard for the entire city,
and especially the residents in District 5, FiggsSanders thanked her
supporters and family, including her husband
Daniel Sanders and their
three sons, her mother
and aunt.
Figgs-Sanders said
she is grateful to everyone who has supported
her and can’t wait for the
chance to enter City Hall
as a member of the city
council.
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychall
enger.com

HEALTHY LIVING
NATURALLY
By Dr. Ramona Valentine

Diet condiment recipes
If you are trying to
lose weight, you must
stay away from fattening
condiments such as storebought ketchup, mayonnaise, BBQ sauce and
salad dressings, which
are loaded with sugar,
MSG, preservatives and
other additives.
I decided to share
with you some of my favorite condiment recipes.
Not only are they healthier and less fattening, but
they are also easier on the
wallet. So try these
recipes today.
Oriental
Salad
Dressing (Makes 10
servings)
Ingredients:
3 cups vinegar
4 cups Bragg’s Liquid
Aminos
2 Tbsp. water
1 Tsp. sesame seed
(optional)

2/3 cup olive oil
Directions: Combine
ingredients in bowl and
whisk. Chill until ready to
serve.
Lemon-Garlic Salad
Dressing (Makes 8 servings)
Ingredients:
2 cups olive oil
2 cups lemon juice
1Tbsp. lemon zest,
grated
4 Tsp. sea salt or to
taste
4 Tsp. ground nutmeg
2
garlic
cloves,
crushed
Directions: Blend oil
and lemon juice. Add
lemon zest, sea salt, nutmeg, and garlic. Refrigerate for two hours to allow
flavor to develop before
using.
Cilantro
Lime
Dressing (Makes 8 servings)

Ingredients:
1 cup packed cilantro
4 cups extra-virgin
olive oil
2
cups
freshly
squeezed lime juice
4
cups
freshly
squeezed orange juice
2 Tsp. sea salt
2 Tsp. freshly ground
pepper
Pinch of minced garlic
Directions: Puree all
ingredients in blender
until smooth. Can also be
used as a marinade.
BBQ Sauce (Makes
8 servings)
Ingredients:
1 can organic tomato
sauce
3 Tbsp. yellow mustard powder
2 Tbsp. white wine
vinegar
1 Tsp. Bragg’s Liquid
Aminos
2 Tsp. chopped parsley

4 Tsp. sea salt
Ground black pepper
to taste
4 Tsp. garlic powder
Directions: Mix all ingredients together in a
blender and store in refrigerator for up to one
week.
Ketchup 1-2 Tbsp.
per serving
Ingredients:
4 medium tomatoes,
stems removed
1 cup apple cider vinegar
3 cups water
2 Tbsp. stevia
2 Tbsp. chopped
onions
2 garlic cloves
1 tsp. sea salt
8 tsp. ground allspice
8 tsp. ground cloves
8 tsp. black pepper
Directions: Combine
ingredients
in
food
processor and blend until

the onion disappears.
Spoon mixture into an airtight container and store
in refrigerator.
Mayonnaise (Limit 1
Tbsp. per day! This replaces 1 Tbsp. of olive oil)
Ingredients:
2 large egg yolks
1 Tbsp. lemon juice
2 tsp. sea salt
2 tsp. mustard powder
¾ cup light flavor olive
oil
Directions: In a widemouthed mason jar or
comparably sized container, add the ingredients in the order listed
above. Let it set for a moment to make sure the
egg yolk is settled at the
bottom.
Place an immersion
blender fully at the bottom of the container and
start slowly pulsing the
mixture. Within a few sec-

onds, you will see mayonnaise start to form at the
bottom of the jar. Slowly
move the blender up and
down to finish forming
the mayonnaise. The
whole process should
take no more than a
minute.
Scrape the sides of the
jar and cover with a lid.
Place in the refrigerator
and use within one week.
If you have any questions regarding this article, please email me at
doctor valentine@aslimmeryou.us
Dr. Valentine is a
weight loss consultant, a
health consultant and a
chiropractor. You can
reach her at 855-771SLIM (7546) or stop by A
Slimmer You at 10300
49th St. N, Suite 211. Log
on to www.aslimmeryou.us
for more information.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2019

MLK Street Fest

Give your money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher interest rates.
Talk to a banker for more details. Offer expires March 22, 2019.
Platinum Savings Account

Fixed Rate CD

2.10%

2.60%

Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months1

Annual Percentage Yield for 11 months2

Enjoy a special interest rate for 12 months with new money
deposits of at least $25,000 and a minimum daily account
balance of $25,000 or more.

Guaranteed fixed rate with new money deposits of at least
$25,000 for an 11-month term.

Both accounts are FDIC-insured up to the maximum allowable limit. Platinum Savings offer available in CT, DC, DE, FL,
GA, MD, NJ, NY, SC and VA. Fixed Rate CD offer available in AL, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NJ, NM, NV, NY, PA, SC and
VA. Portfolio by Wells Fargo® customers are eligible to receive an additional interest rate bonus on these accounts.3
1. To qualify for this offer, you must have a new or existing Platinum Savings account and enroll the account in this offer between 01/21/2019 and 03/22/2019. This offer is subject to change at any time, without notice. This offer is
available only to Platinum Savings customers in the following states: CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NJ, NY, SC and VA. In order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 2.08% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money (from sources
outside of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., or its affiliates) to the enrolled savings account and maintain a minimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the term of this offer. The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this
offer is 2.10%. The Special Rate will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 12 months, starting on the date the account is enrolled in the offer. However, for any day during that 12 month period that the daily account
balance is less than the $25,000 minimum, the Special Rate will not apply and the interest rate will revert to the standard interest rate applicable to your Platinum Savings account. As of 12/10/2018, the standard interest rate and APY
for a Platinum Savings account in CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, MD, NJ, NY, SC and VA with an account balance of $0.01 to $99,999.99 is 0.03% (0.03% APY) and with an account balance of $100,000 and above is 0.05% (0.05% APY). Each tier shown
reflects the current minimum daily collected balance required to obtain the applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon
the expiration of the 12 month promotional period, standard interest rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily
balance. Fees may reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an aggregate of $1 million. Offer not available to Private
Banking, Wealth, Business Banking or Wholesale customers. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 01/21/2019 and 03/22/2019. The 11-month New Dollar CD special requires a minimum of $25,000
brought to Wells Fargo from sources outside of Wells Fargo Bank N.A., or its affiliates to earn the advertised APY. Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity.
Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or
more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A fee for early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity,
the Special Rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise. Due to the new money requirement,
accounts may only be opened at your local branch. Wells Fargo reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Offer cannot be combined with any other consumer deposit offer. Minimum new money
deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a
minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by
Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs)
or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by
Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee waivers on other products and services, will discontinue and revert to the Bank’s then-current applicable rate or fee. For
bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo Portfolio Checking or Wells Fargo Prime Checking account will be
converted to another checking product or closed.
Investment and Insurance Products:
Are not Insured by FDIC or any Federal Government Agency

May Lose Value

Are not a Deposits of or Guaranteed by a Bank

© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.
Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
NMLSR ID 399801
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Statewide Supervisors of Elections
Association offering three college
scholarships in 2019
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Attention college students
registered to vote in Pinellas County, you could be
eligible for a scholarship
in 2019!
The Florida State Association of Supervisors
of Elections (FSASE),
comprised of the State of
Florida’s county supervisors, will award $1,200
scholarships to three qual
ified students in 2019.
College students majoring in the following: political science, public
administration, business
administration, journalism or mass communications, enrolled as a junior
or senior at an accredited
Florida college or university and registered to vote
are eligible to apply.
“I hope that we receive many applications
from eligible college students who are interested
in this great opportunity,”
said Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark.

The scholarship application and complete list of
scholarship guidelines,
which includes requirements for letters of recommendation and financial
information, are available
for
download
at
www.VotePinellas.com/S
cholarships.
Scholarship applications must be received by
5 p.m., Friday, March 29
and should be submitted
in the county in which the
student is registered to
vote. Students who are
registered Pinellas County

voters should return completed applications to any
of the three Supervisor of
Elections offices, located
at 315 Court St., Room
117, Clearwater; 13001
Starkey Rd., Largo or 501
First Ave. N, St. Petersburg.
For additional information or to receive an application
by
mail,
please call the Pinellas
County Supervisor of
Elections Office at 727464-VOTE (8683) or
email VoterEd@VotePinel
las.com.

Challenging communities to seriously
consider adopting or mentoring
We are experiencing
times when children are
being taken from their
homes and placed in the
foster care system at
very high rates. The
need for temporary
placements is critical
until permanency can be
achieved.
One Church One
Child of Florida is reaching out to families and individuals
in
local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
children pictured here
and over 700 more like
them are waiting for a
permanent home and/or
mentor, many are minorities.
Can you provide a loving, permanent home for
these children or other
children like them or
consider becoming their
mentors?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.

Beverly Hills Lane, state
president
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida and vice president for National One
Church One Child, is
challenging fellow pastors to get involved and
encouraging families to
open their hearts and
homes to children in foster care.
These series of articles feature children located in communities
across the state; they
have no family identified
to adopt them. Will you
take the challenge of
opening your home and
family to parenting them?
January’s child is
highlighted in this article; he too deserves to
have a family. Do pray
sincerely for him and
consider making him a
part of your family
through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare.
Tommie
Tommie is an active,
inquisitive kid who loves
family and having fun.

He’s a diligent student
who strives for good
grades, and he especially
enjoys reading.
Tommie likes sports
of all kinds, but he’s particularly good at football
and dodgeball. He’s a
natural leader and would
make a great coach or
mentor one day.
As it is, Tommie looks
forward to being a dad
and having a family of “all
boys plus a girl.” Family
is incredibly important to
him, and he’s eager to become part of one.
If you are interested
in knowing more about
Tommie and other children in foster care available for adoption, or if
you would like to become
a foster parent, mentor,
partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, recruitment coordinator for One Church
One Child of Florida’s
SunCoast Region, at
(813)
707-7113
or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
For more information,
log
on
to
www.ococfl.org.

“I’m a leader”
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2019 MLK Dream Big Parade
On Monday, Jan. 21, the 2019 MLK Dream Big Parade drew crowds of more than 40,000 people. The parade saw a cavalcade of civic leaders and organizations,

politicians, religious leaders and everything in between
marching their way from downtown to the Tropicana
Field, where crowds enjoyed the Family Fun Day and

7

Photos courtesy of Theo Moore Photography & Allen Buchanan

culmination of the MLK Day of Service projects. For
34 years, the City of St. Petersburg has honored Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and his legacy.
See more parade photos on page 16
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE

On Jan. 8, Next STEPP Pregnancy Center introduced mothers to service
providers who helped them learn how to care for themselves and their
child before and after delivery. Pregnant women gathered at the All
Children’s Hospital Health Education Center to understand and build a
system of social support that improves maternal wellbeing.

The Keep Hope Alive foundation gave out information
about the chronic condition known as fibromyalgia.
On Jan. 25, they will complete their project with a
Painting with a Twist party, and an exercise workshop
that will help strengthen sufferers of fibromyalgia
mentally, physically and emotionally.

Although Denise Ford did not receive an MLK Day of Service
award, she spent her own money to help parents navigate
through the education system and connect with organizations
that help educate children. Last week she teamed up with
Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youngsters for an
interactive session at the Enoch Davis Center to show parents
how to work with their children at home.

Legacy-56 was on hand giving out information to help
dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline using reading and
cultural literacy. In partnership with American Stage,
they conducted workshops on Jan. 19 that offered unique
exposure to relevant literature, statistics, theater arts and
resources promoting the importance of cultural literacy.

The GFWC North Pinellas Woman’s Club and GFWC St. Petersburg
Junior Woman’s Club distributed almost 3,500 personally curated books
across St. Petersburg throughout Jan. “Books Across St. Petersburg,”
a joint project to promote literacy equality in St. Petersburg,
culminated with a book giveaway at Tropicana Field.

Janice Starling Williams and Daryl Humphrey of All Kidney
Patient Group were on hand giving out kidney health
awareness information, blood pressure monitors, scales,
first aid kits and information on organ donating.

On Friday, Jan. 18
Midtown Celebrity Club
delivered foodstuffs to
restock the pantry at
Fisher House, an
organization that provides
housing for families of
veterans when their loved
one is in the hospital. Also,
residents at Paulette’s
Place, a residential home for people living with a mental illness,
put together personal care kits for the homeless
on Saturday, Jan. 19. Paulette Jones conducted both projects.
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MLK DAY OF SERVICE

The Pinellas County Urban League’s Young
Professionals partnered with the Urban
League’s Guild to provide an interactive, healthy cooking demonstration for residents at Jordan Park Apartments, who were given the
ingredients to recreate the meal at home. Later at Tropicana Field, enlisted chefs Dwayne McCray and Romello Clarke cooked the same
healthy and economic turkey chili made with brown and wild rice, avocados, kidney, garbanzo and black beans.

Daphne Mitchell, president and CEO of Workforce Solutions
of TampaBay, Inc. held an employability skills seminar Jan. 17,
and on Monday at Tropicana Field, she handed out job handbooks
that will help the unemployed find work. Julian Netter sees
Workforce Solutions as a resource in his quest to find employment.

911 Angels and Phoenix Uplift partnered together to
give out home fire extinguishers and registered parents
to receive identification packets for their children.
The day before at a local church, kids got a chance
to meet members of the fire department, tour a f
ire truck and learn about fire safety.

Fresh off a financial literacy workshop conducted at
Jordan Park Apartments, the Zeta Upsilon Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. were at Tropicana Field
giving out financial literacy information along with the
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas, Inc., who were
distributing energy efficient lightbulbs after a beautification
project targeting elderly resident’s homes.

Harvest is Rip Outreach gave out personal hygiene
products and nonperishable food to the homeless population.
Earlier that morning, the group conducted a workshop
and brunch for both adults and children at the
James B. Sanderlin Center centered on homelessness,
abuse and low self-esteem.

On Jan. 13, the Pinellas County Urban League conducted an Art for the Soul workshop at
Painting with a Twist for youths ages 8-14 to help them explore their artistic abilities. They created their artist view
of Dr. King’s dream, which also taught them to communicate their feelings and ideas through art.
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Celebrating the legacy of Dr. King
BREAKFAST, from front page

some type of service
every day throughout the
year.
“I want you to serve.
Serve in the name of Dr.
King; served in the name
of your city of opportunity, serve in the name of
kindness, compassion and
empathy.”
Deputy Mayor Dr.
Kanika Tomalin played
the role of mistress of ceremony. She was ecstatic
to introduce Dr. A. Lois
Keith, the national vice
president and national cochair of membership for
the NCNW.
“This Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership
Awards Breakfast is probably, I would be safe to
say, the largest in the
country at this time of
day,” she said, adding that
she could not wait to get

back to Washington, D. C.
and tell the national office
what St. Pete is doing.
“As we continue to remember and celebrate Dr.
Martin Luther King for
his commitment to equality to justice to humanity
and to social change, we
are reminded that the
struggle for genuine
equality is both incomplete and urgent.”
She urged the Metropolitan Section to keep up
the work they are doing,
and she challenged them
to continue to be that
“beacon of light to women
and children by leaving
no one behind.”
Keynote speaker Rev.
Frederick
Douglass
Haynes, III, senior pastor
of Friendship-West Baptist Church in Dallas is a
prophetic pastor, passion-

ate leader and social activist. His response to
Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel’s 1968 remarks
about America’s future depending on how the country responds to Dr. King
was one word: chaos.
He said it is quite evident that America has responded and produced
this present chaotic political climate characterize
by deep division not just
economically but also
racially.
“It has left us in the
chaotic shadows in embolden racism, predatory
patriarchy, unvarnished
greed, military madness
and ugly xenophobia.”
He went on to say that
there is something almost
hypocritically about celebrating the legacy of Dr.
King who dreamt of a bet-

ter America and yet every
day we live with his nightmare.
“The nightmare did
not end in the 60s. There
is a nightmare that
lingers, and it lingers in
the present chaos that we
find ourselves in, so before you rush to “I have a
dream,” make sure that
we are aware of the nightmare of chaos we find ourselves in this present
time,” he preached.
Rev. Haynes, III said
chaos is manifested not
only in the wealth gap and
the racial divide, “the
chaos is revealed in what
we see going on in this
country right now,” he
said, asking everyone to
pray for our federal workers who are being held
hostage to a “political temper tantrum.”

“It’s not fair, and it’s
unjust and a reflection of
the chaos we are in. We
must follow Dr. King out
of this present chaos toward community,” he
averred.
The morning continued with the awards presentation to community
leaders who have made
an extraordinary personal
commitment to serve humanity. Also, this year, a
$65K endowment from
the Ralph W. Young Family Foundation made it
possible to give out 13 Educational
Incentive
Awards to deserving students.
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Leadership
Award
Senator Darryl Rouson

Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Humanitarian
Award
Rev.
Clarence
Williams, Greater Mt.
Zion AME
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Educational
Incentive Award
Lamaya Benslimane
Leah Dudley
Lauryn Latimer
Sierra Lowery
Anissa Mathis-Taylor
Sa’Coya McKenzie
Akaecia Poole
Kaila Priester
Miles Richardson
Shenyah Ruth
Daniel Sanders
Jalen White
Aniyah Willis
Brittany Bria Gordon
Excellence
in
Achievement Award
Daniel Sanders
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MLK Candlelight Vigil illuminates
the spirit of peace and love
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –It
was an evening of
thought-provoking poetry
readings and electrifying
musical performances at
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson African American History Museum Sunday,
Jan. 20 at the annual MLK
Candlelight Vigil.
The vigil is a way to
honor and celebrate the
life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose
birthday was Jan. 15,
1929. He would have been
90 years old last week.
The program was
opened by Dr. Robert W.
Williams, whose baritone
voice enthralled the room
as he sang the Lord’s
Prayer. He delighted the
audience throughout the
evening singing such
standards as “Battle of
Jericho and “Let My People Go.”
Daniel Sanders deftly
handled the position of
master of ceremonies and
also spoke eloquently on
the history of Dr. King
from his early childhood
to his involvement with
the Civil Rights Movement.
Simeon Moore was
the accomplished musician of the evening and
provided musical interludes and accompaniments throughout the
event.
Three local poets held

court as their poems rang
out with their truth, dignity and heritage: Paul
Hendriks, CC Clark and
Walter Wally B. Jennings.
They donned placards
around their necks that
proudly confirmed the
message “I AM A Man.”
In Clark’s presentation
of his two poems “Why
We Protest” and “Your Silence is Deafening,” he
examined the injustice of
Freddie Gray’s murder
and other black people
slain by the police.
Jennings recited his
original poems “What is
Black” and “This is Ferguson.” He said his poems
were created because of a
panel discussion he and
members of the police department were on discussing
the
police
presence in Tampa.
“They assumed that
since this was the Tampa
Bay area and not Ferguson, we were immune to
such situations,” Jennings
stated. “The issues are
prevalent in all AfricanAmerican communities
around the county.”
Hendriks shared two
of his original works: “Redemption for Life” and “Of
What Are We Made,” in
which he questions how
one person’s race or color
is valued over another.
“What makes people
think that they’re better
than others,” he asked.
He spoke about the
world being a nicer place

for him to grow up in than
his cousin because he had
a lighter skin tone.
Councilmembers
Steve Kornell and Amy
Foster were in attendance, and also seasonal
visitor from Atlanta Joan
Thurmond.
“I want to pass this on
to my great-grandchildren,” she affirmed.
Stephanie Ruth and
her 18-year-old daughter
Shenyah said that this was
their first time attending
the MLK Candlelight
Vigil, and Cynthia Garrels
feels “we all need a reminder of the peace and
justice that Dr. King stood
for.”
Woodson’s Executive
Director Terri Lipsey
Scott spoke to the audience about the progress
and stagnation through
the years.
“I am an angry black
woman still standing before you 50 years later
after black men are still
being questioned as being
truly men,” she stated.
“Have we overcome
today? “How often should
we silence the sickness?”
The evening ended
with a final tribute to the
fallen civil rights leader
who believed in integration, love and peace. The
diverse audience of different ages, races and religions clasped hands and
lit candles as they sang
“We Shall Overcome.”

11

On the Scene
with Faye

BY FAYE TIPPY

Photos courtesy of Chris Davis

Dream for America: 50 years
since the Civil Rights Movement
ST. PETERSBURG –
There’s no better way to
kick-off the MLK Day of
Service projects than
with a performance that
salutes and integrates
the past and brings us to
present?
The Dream for
America theatrical production celebrated and
reflected on the past 50
years since the Civil
Rights Movement. The
production
featured
some of the community’s most talented actors,
singers
and
musicians.
The Palladium Theater was filled to capacity Sunday, Jan. 13 to
witness an original production from the creative minds at Arts
Conservatory for Teens
(ACT). Not only did the
play feature a lineup of
fantastic local talent,
Lamman Rucker of
“Greenleaf” and a slew
of Tyler Perry films
fame, also graced the
stage.
ACT is an organization that provides education, empowerment and
enrichment
through
arts education within
the community. It seeks
to inspire youth and
teens by giving middle
and high school students access to discover
their best self through
the arts and critical
thinking initiatives.
With narration provided by Senator Darryl
Rouson, who’s responsible for bringing the
MLK Day of Service initiative to the Tampa Bay
area, local elders and activists were also featured
in the production.

Rev. Alvin Miller,
community
activist,
James Oliver (Men of
Yesterday, Today and
the Future), Gwendolyn
Reese
(president,
African American Heritage Association of St.
Petersburg),
Winnie
Foster (Sojourner Truth
Center), Dr. Ray Arsenault
(John
Hope
Franklin Professor of
History) and James Randolph (security officer
City of St. Petersburg)
all provided historical reflections and background on St. Pete
during the civil rights
era.
Set in a diverse modern classroom with
Rucker as Professor
Marvin Baku, the play
explored
highly
charged, real-life dramatic situations that are
currently taking place in
high schools across
America today.
Music was interspersed between the
scenes as well as
African-American history. Well known historical and modern-day
figures such as Rosa
Parks, Malcolm X, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
and President Barrack
Obama were brought to
life, as well as lesserknown figures such as
filmmaker
Oscar
Micheaux, Hattie McDaniel, the first African
American to will an
Oscar and Dr. Patricia
Bath, creator of Laserphaco Probe for cataract
treatment.
Kindergarten
teacher Queen Harris
particularly enjoyed the
history lesson.

“The experience of
taking my 11-year-old
cousin Jayla and her
mother Chaka was a
great family learning experience,” said Harris.
“To learn about the first
African-American
woman to get a patent
for eye surgery was a
great reminder of who
we are and who we can
be with no limitations.”
Dr. Alex Harris, ACT
co-founder and CEO,
said the production is
not just a vehicle to reflect but to also inspire
into action and bring a
work to the community
that reflects Dr. King’s
spirit of equal and equitable access to opportunity for all .
“This was also a look
at how we have failed to
keep American history—the good, bad and
ugly—present in our
classrooms,”
Harris
said, noting that the lack
of history breeds ignorance. “Education and
exposure to the truth
can help to shine a
bright light on systemic
racism.”
The production was
made possible by an
MLK Day of Service
award, MLK Day of
Service Committee and
St. Petersburg College.
Sponsoring partners included Rubenstein Law,
American Stage and
Florida CraftArt.
For more information on ACT, log on to
ar tsconser vator yforteens.org or call 727-2018377.
To reach Faye Tippy,
email ftippy@theweeklychallenger.com
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The 36th annual MLK Essay Contest
ESSAY, from front page

their students to participate and work with them
on how to write an essay
that stands out from all the
rest.
Once the essays are reviewed, and finalists are
chosen, they are invited to
attend a training session
where retired educator
Joyce Thornton groomed
them on style, presentation, tone of voice and even
what to wear. The students
also had a chance to be critiqued, which helped polished presentations.
Judges
Arcilous
Mincey,
Hillsborough
County School educator,
Shelia Lamb, retired educator
and
Charley
Williams, also a retired educator, had a very difficult
task choosing a winner.
Usually, members in the
audience can surmise the
winner, but not this year.
All six finalists were on top
of their games, had done
their research and were
passionate about the subject.
However, in the end,
there can be only one, and
this year 10th grader Stasia

Meliana Green rose to the
top. The 15-year-old Pinellas County Center for the
Arts student brought her
A game.
“I heard what we had
to write about and I was
like ‘OK, I really care about
this topic,’” she said. “I put
my heart and soul into
this.”
As a theater major, Stasia was able to bring her
essay to life with facial expressions, perfect intonation and hand gestures.
“I’m an actress, so I’ve
been doing this since
kindergarten,” she said.
“What I usually do is practice in the mirror and practice in front of my mom
and dad.”
Stasia plans to attend
SCAD University in Savannah, Ga., and become a
writer and actor. Judging
by the applause last Thursday night, she is well on
her way of realizing her
dreams.
For her efforts, she
was awarded the $200
grand prize, two tickets to
attend Monday’s MLK
Leadership Awards Break-

fast and sit with members
of Dr. King’s family and the
chance to showcase her
oratorical skills once more
at the Interfaith Memorial
Service held Sunday at
Congregation B’Nai Israel.
The first runner up,
ninth-grade student Savannah Nasworthy, received
$100; ninth grader Noial
Randelli, second runner
up, took home $75 and
honorable mentions ninth
graders Leo Smith, Anderson Bray and 10th grader
Delilah Bowdon were each
awarded $25.
Entertainment for the
evening was provided by
creative dancer Ra’Nyah
Brinson, a student at Thurgood Marshall Middle
School, and poetess Terrika Burton-Hobbs.
Sponsors
include
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Theta Eta
Lambda Education Foundation, City of St. Petersburg Parks and Recreation
Department, the St. Petersburg Police Department Forfeiture Grant
Program and the Packer
Family Foundation.

Judges Arcilous Mincey, Shelia Lamb and Charley Williams

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Virginia Scott

Poetess Terrika Burton-Hobbs

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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True love brings the human spirit together
INTERFAITH, from front page

warriors he inspired
throughout cities across
the country.
University of South
Florida Professor Roy Kaplan, the event’s keynote
speaker, was the executive
director of the National
Conference of Christians
and Jews for Tampa Bay
and served as an advisor to
President Bill Clinton’s race
relations taskforce from
1997 to 2000.
Kaplan explained that
there are many areas that
separate us today, including
economic, racial and religious divisions. Sexual
identity and politics are others, and these areas include
lifestyle choices known as
cultural wars that are principally fought over moral is-

sues, Kaplan noted.
“In cultural war struggles,” he said, “we often
lose sight of the underlining humanity as affected by
other people’s choices.”
A big part of our problem today is learning to live
together, Kaplan said. We
are social animals, as our
even our Paleolithic ancestors gathered in groups for
mutual interaction and protection. They realized that
it’s easier to get along with
one another than to be constantly at war.
“I think some of us have
lost sight of this,” he said.
Through the ages,
there have been struggles
for power and privilege, and
democracy has evolved, yet
white men have sought to

maintain their agenda of
control over women and
people of color, “depriving
them of their inalienable
rights and privileges that
were supposedly Godgiven.”
It took years to bring
the power of the vote to
African Americans and to
women, and some people
are still working on it, Kaplan said, referring to the
passage of Amendment 4,
which only recently restored the right to vote to
ex-felons.
“And yet there is still
some reticence on the part
of some people in leadership capacity to restore
these voting rights,” he
said. “We have to work on
this thing!”

Rabbi Philip
Weintraub

Mayor Rick Kriseman

Rene Flowers

Rev. Canon Katie
Churchwell

Imam Abdul Q. Aziz

Rev. Dr. Frank
Tedesco

Kamran Rouhani

Nancy Tait

Rev. Doral Pulley

The majority of people
who will have their voting
rights restored are white,
he noted, but one in five
African-American citizens
in Florida have been denied
their voting rights under
that kind of previous policy.
“Twenty-percent
of
black people could not vote
prior to the passage of this
amendment,” Kaplan said,
adding that we should encourage everyone to exercise their right to vote.
The struggle has also
been complicated by the
development of a “materialistic ethos,” which prioritizes things over people.
“In our rush to satisfy
our own needs,” Kaplan
said, “we may lose sight of
the fact that people can only
survive if we respect one
another and collaborate to
achieve mutual goals.”
Another complication is
something Kapan calls the
“death of truth.” Thanks to
the corrupt behavior of
business, clerical and political figures, we no longer
know who or what to believe, he said, referencing
Presidents Nixon and Clinton, sex scandals of
Catholic priests and compa-

nies like ENRON.
According to the Washington Post, Kaplan added,
President Trump has lied
over 7,000 since taking office. And in the days of spurious news sources such as
Fox News, there is fact and
there is fiction, and it’s up to
us how we look at and analyze information.
Kaplan went on to say
that he is very proud of the
City of St. Pete for being a
sanctuary city, and a city of
compassion and peace that
welcomes immigrants.
“It is a city that is a
model for other cities
around us in the state of
Florida,” he said.
People disagree with
one another but the way to
break down the barriers and
create opportunity for getting along is to create a dialogue, he said, where people
can find common ground
among their differences.
Reading prayers at this
year’s memorial service
were Imam Abdul Q. Aziz,
Tampa Bay Area Muslim
Association; Rev. Dr. Frank
Tedesco; Kamran Rouhani,
Baha’i Community, Quaker
Nancy Tait, St. Petersburg
Meeting and Rev. Canon

Katie Churchwell, Episcopal Cathedral Church of St.
Petersburg.
“Being white is easy in
this country, and it’s easy to
find yourself a Christian
placing it before the love of
God, before the love of
neighbor,” said Rev. Canon
Churchwell before asking
the congregation to pray
with her.
She expressed how
easy it is to go to bed as a
white person in this country and not have to worry
about the safety of your
family.
“I think it is well beyond
time for white people to remember who is it that we
serve,” she avowed. “Who
is it that we love, and when
we find ourselves willing or
unknowingly
stepping
away from our values and
stepping away from the
love of our God that we repent, that we turn.”
Closing remarks were
given by Imam Abdul
Karim Ali of Tampa Bay
Area Muslim Association,
and musical presentations
were provided by Lumina
Aurora Children’s Choir
and by Congregation B’Nai
Israel.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Blessed New Year
“As we celebrate the birth of JESUS
CHRIST and enter into a brand New Year;
May our hearts be thankful and rejoice in
GOD’s promises we hold so very dear.
GOD has blessed us with His grace,
His love and His strength to carry on;
Let us honor Him with faith and trust as we
‘press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of GOD in CHRIST JESUS’
with peace and steadfast calm.

May this New Year find you walking by
faith, blessed with joy, peace, courage and
love;
Have a Blessed New Year and always know
that our GOD is watching from Heaven
above.
Amazing grace will follow you, from
now until eternity;
A Blessed New Year, in the presence of
GOD, will provide you with great certainty.

The Holy Spirit will guide and direct us
if we just hold on to GOD’s extended arm;
JESUS is always the truth and the way, and
protects us from all harm.

Remember to love JESUS CHRIST and
with each New Year;
He will bless your heart with strength and
courage so you’ll have nothing to fear.

Remember in this season of His birth
and the reason JESUS came down to earth;

Have a Blessed New Year holding on to
your faith;
Always trust in JESUS, He will forever
keep you safe.”

Our Heavenly Father sent His only Son
to live and die and to give our lives peace
on this earth.

“I press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

God is progressive
“…from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the
Lord.” II Corinthians 3:18
After God evaluated creation and determined that it
was good or very good, God
progressed to the next dimension. God’s progression
can’t be put into a box and
does not always follow the
exact same pattern. Depending on what God is creating,
progression can mean so
many different things.
Sometimes God’s progression is enhancing something that was already
made. Other times, God’s
progression means moving
on to create something entirely new and different.
God’s progression can also
be destroying an old cre-

ation and recreating it into
something new. Another aspect of God’s progression is
getting it to a place where
rest is the next rest.
Regardless of the form
that progression takes, God
is always progressive. God
is never stuck. God is never
stagnant. God is never
static. God is never without
a plan. God is always moving on and moving forward
to the next.
As we walk in the Spirit
and go with the flow of life,
we must always be progressive. We can’t afford to get
stuck in the feelings of guilt,
shame or condemnation. We
must learn from our mistakes and not waddle in
them so that we can

progress to the next step of
our journey. We can’t afford
to be stagnant in the process
of our holistic growth and
development. Anything that
is alive is always growing
and changing. We can’t afford to be static in the old or
keep laying the same foundation repeatedly. At some
point, we must build the
house.
We can’t afford to be
without a plan. As we move
forward, God keeps unfolding what the next step is and
the Word becomes “a lamp
unto our feet and light unto
our path (Psalms 119:105).”
As we walk in the ordered
steps (Psalms 37:23), God
gives us a plan and direction
for our future.

St. Mark MBC
And said, if thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice
of the Lord thy God, and wilt
do that which is right
in his sight, and wilt give
ear to his commandments,
and keep all his statutes, I
will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I
have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lord that
health thee.
Exodus 15:26
Pastor Brown began a
series of sermons in this new
year entitled ‘Gong After It.’
He explained that ‘it’ is going
after God’s Promise, God’s
Purpose, God’s Plans, God’s
Presence, God’s Peace,
God’s Power and God’s
Prize. As the series has progressed the questions asked
and answered were: What
can keep us from getting
there? What’s needed to
help us get after it? What’s
needed to go after God’s purpose, promise, plans, presence, peace, power and the
prize? Sunday’s installment
in the series was subtitled
‘Going After It, When Bitter
Turns Sweet’.
From Exodus 15:22-27,
Pastor Brown’s new question was ‘So What’s Needed
to Turn the Bitter Moments
of Life into Sweet Ones’?
The text from Exodus is
transitional. God was moving his people from a place of
bondage to betterment, from
alienation and separation to
all God desired to do for Israel. They had been away

from God for 400 years but
while they were away from
God, he was not away from
them.
After escaping
Pharaoh and crossing the
Red Sea, the Israelites found
themselves in a situation
where it they had been three
days without water and
when they finally got to
water, it was bitter and undrinkable, but God gave
Moses instructions on making the bitter to become
sweet. Pastor Brown answered the question of
‘What’s Needed to Turn the
Bitter Moments of Life into
Sweet Ones’ with these three
points: We must: (1) ‘Remember to listen to the
word’. (Exodus 15:26a: And
said, if thou wilt diligently
hearken to the voice of the
Lord thy God…) Listening to
God is the beginning of
sweetening a bitter situation.
When we get bitter, we have
the tendency to open our
ears to the wrong things and
wrong people. We listen to
what everyone else says but
we don’t ask or listen to what
God has to say; (2) Remember to labor with the word,
(Exodus15:26b: and wilt do
that which is right in his
sight …) It’s not enough to
hear the word, we need to be
obedient to the word or practice what they words say. We
don’t know how God will
turn a bitter situation into a
sweeter one or bless if we
start doing good to those we
encounter. So everywhere

we go we should do good
and know that God will
bless. We must practice
what God tells us; and (3)
Remember to Love the
Word, (Exodus 15:26c …
and wilt give ear to his commandments and keep all his
statutes . . .) Everything
God says will not always
make us feel good. Sometimes we get a word that exposes us, makes us cry but
we should still love the word
because all the word is good
for our lives. There have
been moments and we still
will have moments in our
lives that aren’t welcoming,
but the hope is that in those
moments we know that
there is an answer and that
answer is in the word of God.
Remember there’s always a
space reserved for you to
join us Sunday morning.
Coming in February:
Ministry
Appreciation
Luncheon and Right Hand of
Fellowship to New Members.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Welcome, it is always our
pleasure to open our doors to
those having a desire to worship with us and it is our hope
that you will continue to do so
– as a member or a friend of
the Ship. Where, with open
hearts and arms, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor/Moderator,
First Lady Teresa L. Evans,
the Official Family and Members stand ready to make you
most welcomed. Trusting that
your time spent with us will be
a life changing experience,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and should the
Lord lay it upon your heart to
become a part of our Church
Family as we are a body of believers. Wednesday starts
with our Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by
“Wednesday in the Word” (the
Learning Arm of our church)
at 12:00 noon and again at 7:00
pm. Sundays, Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30 am and finally our
Mid-Morning Worship Service at 10:45 am. All will have
the opportunity to experience
the “It’s just nice to be nice”
church. Don’t sit out church,
God has Blessed us tremendously, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the fol-

lowing methods: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church Office: (727) 906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.co
m Transportation is available Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
“A NEW YEAR-A NEW
BEGINNING-A NEW ATTITUDE AND A
Friendship’s Singles Fellowship Weekend, Singles “It’s
your time 2019”, Saturday, January 26, 2019 from 10:00 am
until 1:00 pm– Brunch-Theatre, Inspirational Study and
Faith Base Movie Matinee A
Question of Faith”. No Cost
Register. Sunday, January 27,
2019 at 7:45 am and the
10”45am Singles Prayer and
Recognition Worship Services, Scripture: Romans 12:2.
Registration sheet located in
the Atrium on the Information
Table.
Saturday, February 2,
2019 at 10:00 am – 1st Quarter
Leadership and Vision Casting
Conference, all Ministries,
Auxiliaries and Department
Leaders are encouraged to at-

tend.
Sunday, February 3, 2019
End of Both Worship Services
– Ministries Open House, all
Ministries are asked to prepare a Display Table.
Wednesday, February 6,
2019 at 7:00 pm during the
Wednesday Night Live (Ash
Wednesday) Worship experience, Installation of all Officers
and Department Leaders. All
members who hold a position
are asked to be present for this
Installation Service.
Saturday, February 9,
2019 from 9:00 am until 11:00
am, Women’s Ministry Prayer
Breakfast, be sure to secure
your Ticket from any Ministry
Member, donation $15.00 per
person, African Attire to celebrate Black History Month.
Sunday, February 10,
2019 at the 10:45 am Worship
Service -Annual Memorial
Service of those Members of
Friendship who went from
Labor to Reward.
Saturday, February 16,
2019 from 5:00 pm until 7:00
pm – The Father Daughter
Gala 2019, sponsored by the
Laymen Ministry, the Sign-Up
Sheet to Participate is in the
Atrium on the Information
Table.
WEST COAST NEWS:
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY
16, 2019 AT 10:00 AM AT
FRED’S KITCHEN IN LAKELAND, FLORIDA.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church is pleased to host
an extraordinary worship experience featuring the Watoto
Children’s Choir. The choir
from Uganda will minister
through their new album entitled, “We Will Go” on Friday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. They
have traveled the world extensively since 1994 as ambassadors of hope for Africa’s
orphaned and vulnerable. On
almost every day of the year,
the choir is performing
somewhere in the world.
The experience of traveling helps the children develop
confidence
and
boldness, as well as broaden
their worldview. The min-

istry serves to rescue individuals and to raise each one as
a leader in their chosen field
so they in turn will rebuild
their nation. As the children
share their personal stories
and present live worship
music, you will see firsthand
the power of God’s love transforming lives around the
world. The choir’s message
is simple, “It is possible to
have joy, to laugh and to have
hope, no matter what you are
going through. Look at what
God has done in my life.”
Other than visiting Africa
yourself, what better way to
learn all about the good work
God is doing through Watoto
than by meeting the children

and hearing their stories?
The Watoto Children’s Choir
would love to share the hope
they have found in Jesus with
your congregation and our
community. Check them out
on YouTube. You don’t want
to miss this!
Watoto is more than just
a choir!!! Above all, they
serve as ambassadors for
Jesus the Christ. Come participate in this free worship
experience. A free-will offering will be accepted and all
contributions will be presented to the Choir in order
to further their ministry for
the glory of God and in bringing good to others.
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2019 MLK Dream Big Parade

MORE PARADE PHOTOS, continued from page 7

